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"Come on then," he said, submissively though not very
eagerly, "there's nothing to pay, to go and look!"
Nancy Quirm's smile, when she heard this somewhat un-
chivalrous remark, was a flicker of that same charming challenge
"more flirtatious than maternal" Inspired by that smile he
felt more adventurous and, boldly taking her arm, led her across
the road.
There were more people about now than there had been a
couple of hours ago, and Dud soon began to be amused at the
oddity of the occasion. He certainly had never foreseen, when
he passed this place on his way to the cemetery, that he would
be entering it in so short a time in company with a strange
woman! They were soon watching the "roundabout" whose
engine had made such a demoniac shriek, and though there
were only three diminutive little girls on the backs of extremely
dilapidated wooden horses, the sound of the lively music and
the gay up-and-down giddy revolutions gave them both the
familiar revival of long-forgotten childish emotions.
Dud fancied he saw in the animation of the face under the
brown hat that his companion was on the point of suggesting
that they should join those three small riders! To avoid having
to refuse such a wild whim, he hurriedly proposed that they
should visit the chief place of entertainment. This was a not
very large and anything but new tent; but there seemed to be
something of interest going on inside. To this they accord-
ingly advanced, and the magnanimous Dud was already
surreptitiously trying to calculate—with the tips of his fingers
in the leather purse in his pocket—the limits of his financial
resources, when they became aware by the sound of raised
voices of some sort of altercation going on at the back of the
tent.
Drawn by a mutual impulse they proceeded to the spot
whence these sounds came and found an old man and an old
woman-—both of them obviously connected with the show—
trying ia^vain to persuade a young girl, in absurdly grotesque
stage attire,^ to enter an aperture in the discoloured awning,
through which was visible the lower rungs of a small step-
ladder. The upper portion of the girl's body glittered with
tinsel chains of the most preposterous sham jewelry, while her
lower limbs were clothed in very dirty lavender-coloured
tights.

